
COSMIC CHRISTOLOGY 

[An excellent book review of the work written by Ilia Delio, Christ in 
Evolution. From VN., nº 2896]  

Many will be shocked by the daring title of this work: it is due, the authoress 
tells us, to the fact that we continue to project upon Christ obsolete 
categories of a static conception of the reality. The contemporary science 
uncovers for us a dynamic and inter-related universe, generator of novelty. 
To jointly think Christ and the evolution, requires not only to discover the 
presence of Christ in the evolutionary processes, but also to consider up to 
what point his reality may be subjected to change and transformation. This 
idea is not so problematic as it seems, if one consider the intimate relation 
between Christ and the universe, which derives from his creating mediation 
and from his incarnation. That is already reflected, even if it is in a non 
evolutionary frame,  in the neo-testamentarian notion of “cosmic Christ”, 
and likewise in the works of some of  the Church Fathers and of the 
mediaeval Franciscans, such a Bonaventure and Duns Scotus. Later on, 
already in an evolutionary frame, Fr. Teilhard de Chardin reflected upon it 
with a stirring depth: if Christ and nature are united in such a close way, and 
the universe is still in evolution, the reality of Christ will not be completed 
until creation reaches its consummation in Him. Hence that Christ, without 
ceasing to be one and the same, evolves in a certain sense. 

 Besides being far too much static, the categories with which we think 
Christ, suffer from intellectualism, thinks Ilia Delio. Hence that she 
considers it to be necessary to deepen  in the Christology through the path 
of the spiritual and mystic experience. The main part of the book is devoted 
to point out paths to that task. Besides Teilhard, who offers the basic 
intuition of the work, the authoress resorts to three magnificent guides: R. 
Pannikar, for whom Christ is the central symbol of all reality and beats in 
the core of each person.; Th. Merton, whose reflection focus in the trans-
cultural nature of Christ, who is incarnated in all human beings and, through 
his resurrection, he becomes a truly integrated person; and B. Griffiths, an 
English monk, inculturated in India, and who experienced Christ as the ego 
of a redeemed humanity. From these Christological proposals are deduced 



implications both anthropological and practical (for example: exhortation 
to the dialogue of religions and culture). The picture displayed when each 
one of these authors is analyzed in detail, is very  rich, so much so that, at 
times, the reader may lose sight of the book’s main purpose. 

 Particularly original happens to be the last chapter, when 
approaching two subjects to which current theology scarcely lends any 
attention, but which pose a serious intellectual challenge: the growing 
interlacing of human life and technology, cause of a supposedly new 
evolutionary  stage (ciborg or techno sapiens); and the possibility of the 
existence of extraterrestrial life in the cosmos. Both perspectives have great 
relevancy for the idea of Christ in evolution. To the authoress are helpful as 
a reservoir of proofs of the reflections that she has previously introduced, 
specially of two ideas: the one that the “incarnation” is much more wide 
than “humanization” and the other one, that the incarnation of the Logos 
does not obey so much to the redemption of sin, but to the divine love  
which wishes that the whole created world arrives to its fullness Here 
comes into play the overcoming of the narrow anthropocentric vision of the 
reality. 

 Ilia Delio is a Franciscan sister from the United States, Professor of 
Theology at Georgetown University, specialized in the theology-science 
dialogue, and an excellent expert in the mediaeval Franciscan theology and 
spirituality. This combination lends a special throb to her  writings, and 
makes of her one of the most interesting voices of the present day theology 
of North America. It is to be desired that translations of her works keep 
coming to us. 
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